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Puritanism advanced to SEPARATISM.    Bodies of men appeared1
who were unwilling to admit that the Church of England, even
if reformed according to the Genevan pattern, was a true Church
of Christ.   A deeper Reformation was requisite than a change of
dress and of ritual.   The terms of membership required alteration.
" It is contrary/' said the Separatists, " to the will of Christ that
the area of the Church should be fixed by the area of the land.
We are profoundly convinced that the practical reform of the
spiritual life of England can never be realized in connection with
that parochial system of churches which considers all baptized
persons to be redeemed children of God, until excommunication
has furnished proof to the contrary."    Thus a third form of
Protestantism arose, more advanced than the second, and in-
culcating the necessity of forming "" particular churches."   Led
by Robert Browne (an " erratic individual/' according to Fuller
and Masson), Henry Barrowe, Francis  Johnson, John Penry,
John Greenwood, and Henry Jacob,  such separated churches
grew exceedingly, and, according to  Green, numbered 20,000'
souls   in   the middle  of   Elizabeth's reign.1    Some   of  these
churches were called Brownists, after Robert Browne, and sub-
sequently Independents, from their assertion of the sufficiency of
the Church to care for and govern itself, and their death-defying
insistence upon the principle that the Church of Christ ought
not to, and could not, consist of any but thflse who were really
believers in Him, and avowedly subject to His authority.    They
vehemently opposed the pernicious doctrine of sponsorship,2 and
would not accept the theory of Whitgift and Hooker, that the
nation makes the Church, and that being born in a parish of the
nation gives a right to be in the Church of Christ.    Strongly,
and even fiercely, they denounced the deed by which "in one
day, with the blast of Queen Elizabeth's trumpet," ignorant
papists and gross idolaters were made faithful Christians and
true professors.3    The  unit of the Church  of Christ is,  and
always must be, a Christian man.

(5) Now out of these Separatists, with their cardinal principle
that the members of a New Testament Church should be Chris-
tians, grew logically and inevitably the ENGLISH BAPTISTS. The
first protest was against Romanism as concentrated in a pope,
and subjecting the king of this land to his authority; the second
protest was against all papal practices, and in favour of getting
rid of a prelacy and bringing in synodical authority; the third
protest was against the inclusion of all the subjects of the king

* Green, History of the English People, 459.

2 Dr. H. L. Dexter, Congregationalism as seen in its Literature, 77.

3 Henry Barrowe's Brief Description of the False Church (1590), p. 10.